
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Military Ancestors 

 

Canada 
 

The information they contain is surprising! 
 

 

 

 



 

There is some information you may need to find first.  

1. Surname  

2. First name 

3. Some military information about your ancestor (i.e. regiment 

number, rank, location of service). 

 

A good place to start is on the Ancestry.com or Familysearch.org 

websites. Ancestry.com was used for this project. 

 

My ancestors are John Bonner and Frank Bonner, both great uncles 

who emigrated from England to Canada and served in the Canadian 

Expeditionary Forces during World War 1. 



The first item found, WW1 Draft Registration card, for Frank on 

Ancestry.com looks like 

this: 

 

Facts on this form: 

1. Name 
2. Address where he lived 
3. Age at that time 
4. Birth place & date 
5. Emergency contact 

person 
6. Occupation & employer 
7. Signature 

  



Next, the search on Ancestry.com under the specific topic of 

“Canada, Soldiers of the First World War, 1914-1918” brought up 

this form to fill out: 

 

 



An attestation form was found using this search under “Canada, Soldiers 

of the First World War, 1914-1918:” 

 

This is the WW1 attestation record image. You can see that it has a lot of 

information about where Frank lived, his father’s name and address, 

Frank’s occupation, and some special items like his pre-war service in the 

Dufferin Rifles Btfd., Ontario, Canada. Best of all, this document has 

Frank’s military number (left image top right corner of form; #227164). 



Now we know Frank not only served in WW1, but also served before the 

war in a local rifles battalion in Brantford, Ontario, Canada. Further 

investigation on the Internet shows the following about “Dufferin Rifles 

Btfd” entry on the Internet: 

Wikipedia.com  historical entry: 

The 125th Battalion (1st Overseas Battalion of 38th Regiment Dufferin Rifles), CEF was a unit in 
the Canadian Expeditionary Force during the First World War. Based inBrantford, Ontario, the unit 
began recruiting in late 1915 throughout Brant County. After sailing to England in August 1916, 
the battalion was absorbed into the 8th Reserve Battalion on April 16, 1918. The 125th Battalion, 
CEF had one Officer Commanding: Lieut-Col. M. E. B. Cutcliffe. 

The 125th Battalion is perpetuated by the 56th Field Artillery Regiment, RCA. 

 

I continued to investigate the Canadian Expeditionary Forces and the 56th 

Field Artillery Regiment, RCA to get a wider understanding of the life of 

Frank Bonner in the military before and during WW1. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Expeditionary_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brantford,_Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=8th_Reserve_Battalion&action=edit&redlink=1
http://data2.archives.ca/cef/gat1/073001a.gif
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/56th_Field_Artillery_Regiment,_RCA


Next, I followed the same procedure for Frank’s brother, John Bonner, 

who joined the Canadian Expeditionary Forces at the onset of WW1. 
 

John’s attestation record was 

also found on Ancestry.com and 

it shows his regiment number, 

too. 

From the attestation record, 

Merilee learned that John had attended a private military school in 

England during his teen years, Ardingly College. She contacted the school 

and their archivist found a listing for John Bonner to verify he attended 

the school. 

Once the valuable information of name and regiment number were 

found for each person, then we can go to the Canadian National Archives 

website and begin the search for WW1 military records. 

 



RESEARCHING VIA THE INTERNET 
 

Canadian Military:  http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/genealogy/022-909-e.html 
For specific help in military categories you can choose from the military search topics 
listed in the middle of the screen. For my great uncles, Frank and John Bonner, the topic 
“ancestors search” was chosen from the blue list to the left side of the screen.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/genealogy/022-909-e.html


This screen comes up: 

 
Scroll down the page to find 
“Military.” 
Click on “Soldiers of the First 
World War: 1914-1918” 

 



The next screen shows specific search options. Choose the item labeled 

“Search: Database” on the left side of the screen in blue text. 

 

  



This page appears next and allows you to type in your ancestor’s 
information. 
 

 
 

If your ancestor has records, the following screen will appear. 
 



This screen shows that John Bonner has a digitized military service file 
available for download. 

 

Click on “Bonner, John” underlined name and the next screen will show what 

documents are available.  



The attestation form is shown in the middle of the screen and on the right is a 
.pdf formatted copy of the entire service record you can download to your 
electronic device. 

 
Other relevant information about the soldier is shown as you scroll down the screen. It 
takes a few minutes for the .pdf document to download so be patient. 

 



What I Learned first… 
 

1. Exact birth dates, birth locations, and parent name 
2. Military ID numbers 
3. Previous military activity (Dufferin local rifles battalion) 
4. Addresses where great uncles lived in Canada 
5. Their original handwriting samples 
6. Height, weight, hair/eye colors, complexion, current age 
7. Religious affiliation, occupation 
8. Attestation date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What I Learned next… 
 
I sent for these paper records back in 2009 at a time when they were not 
digitized yet. Now that most of the records are online, you can see them 
immediately and find this information- 
 

1. Certificate of Service: 
i. Rank 

ii. Enlistment date, location, regiment 
iii. Locations where he served 
iv. Discharge location, date 
v. Reason for discharge 

vi. Service conduct 
vii. Decorations 

2. Medical History Report: 
i. Examination dates and results in detail including dental 

ii. Physical condition and medical history 



1. All medical stations to which person was sent 
regarding  wounds and sickness (influenza) 

2. All medical procedures such as operations, removal of 
shrapnel, and recovery 

3. Medical Case Sheet 
iii. Enlistment and Discharge dates 

3. Last Pay Certificate 
i. Spouse information 

4. Detailed record of Military Activity 
5. Discharge Proceedings short form 
6. Former educational corps to which one belonged (Ardingly 

College for cadets) 
7. War Service Gratuity and Separation Allowance 
 


